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After two successful years, Sober
St. Patrick’s Day® has established
itself as the premier family friendly
option for celebrating St. Patrick’s
Day, thegreenestdayontheworldcal-
endar. Featuring world-class Irish
entertainment, refreshments and the
chance tomingle in a funandalcohol-
free atmosphere, Sober St. Patrick’s
Day®hasexpanded to fourAmerican
cities –NewYorkCity, Cleveland,OH,
Richmond, VA and Casper, WY – and
one foreigncountry,Belfast,Northern

Ireland.
Over theyears, St. Patrick’sDayhas

becomeassociatedwithbingedrink-
ing and public intoxication, which
reinforcesthestereotypeof the“Drunk-
en Irish.”Thisnegative imagealienates
large segments of the community:
families with young children, teens,
seniorcitizens,membersof the recov-
erycommunityandmanyotherswho
havestoppedcelebrating thedaydue
to concerns about out-of-control
behavior.

Sober St. Patrick’s Day® was creat-
ed as a fresh alternative for those
whowant to celebrate the holiday in
analcohol-freeatmosphere.Theevent,
which is in its third, record-breaking
year,was launchedbyaward-winning
TV producer William Spencer Reilly,
and features anentertainment lineup
that includes world-class Irish musi-
cians, dancers and comedians.
“Our mission is to reclaim the true

spiritof theday,andtochange theper-
ception of what St. Patrick’s Day can
be,” said Reilly. “We’re doing this by
providinganevent that focuseson the
richnessof Irish culture, in a rip-roar-
ingparty. For anyonenot in recovery,
we’re not against anyone enjoying a
couple of drinks on St. Patrick’s Day;
we're just against thepracticeof some
peopleusing theholidayasanexcuse
to get drunk.”

Entertainment
This year’s diverse lineup features

great new entertainment, including
internationally-acclaimedmusicians
anddancers.Newtothepartythisyear,
direct fromIreland,are theUCDChoral
Scholars (Dublin) and theTulla Pipe
Band (Co. Clare). There will be a
chance to sing along to all the old
favorites–andperhapslearnsomenew
Irishsongs–withCathyMaguire (Dun-
dalk).
Therewill be lotsmoredancing this

yeartothenew SoberSt.Patrick’sDay®
All-starCéilíBand: JohnWhelan(eight-

time All Ireland Champion Button
Accordionplayer);BrianConway(five-
timeAll IrelandChampion fiddleplay-
er),BrendanDolan,BrendanFaheyand
Ivan Goff.
The newChidren’s Program, which

willbehelddownstairs,will featureMar-
ianne McShane (seanachie (story-
teller), Haley Richardson (11 year-
oldAll-IrelandFiddleChampion),The
Fee Sisters (musicians & dancers)
and Donie Carroll (singer).
Guests will be treated to a perfor-

mancebythephenomenalstepdancers
fromtheDonnyGoldenSchoolof Irish
Dance. Perennial favorite Malachy
McCourt (author,actorandraconteur)
will share his unique perspective on
all things Irish, and as always, there
will be visits from surprise celebrity
guests,political leadersandprominent
community figures.
Mr.Reillystates,“We’vealsobeeninvit-

ed to march in the St. Pat’s For All
Parade inQueens. I think it’s fair tosay
that Sober St. Patrick’s Day® is here
to stay. Besides expanding to five
cities,what I’mmost excited about is
the new Children’s Program down-
stairs,whichwe’veadded thisyear to
our great lineup in NewYork. Chang-
ing theperceptionofwhatSt.Patrick’s
Daycelebrations canmean for young
people is central to our mission.”
Sober St. Patrick’sDay®will launch

its second international satellite event
this year. The Belfast City Council in
Northern Ireland will again be incor-
poratingSoberSt. Patrick’sDay® into
their St. Patrick’s Day Festival this
year.

Sponors
“Seabrook House would not miss

theopportunity tosponsorNewYork’s
“SoberSt. Patrick’sDay, saidEdDiehl,
President, Seabrook House.
“Our treatment organization is a

proud foundingsponsorof this event,
believing it the responsibilityof those
with long termrecovery toprovide the
proof that holidays can be more fun
sober than theyeverweredrunk. Our
alumni in the region mark their cal-
endars early for this wonderful cele-
bration.”
In addition to Seabrook House, the

“big three” in theAmerican recovery
movement – the Caron Treatment
Centers,Hazelden, and theBettyFord
CenteraresponsoringSoberSt.Patrick’s
Day® for the third year in a row, as is
FatherMartin’sAshleyandtheNation-
alAssociationforChildrenofAlcoholics
which is also serving as Sober St.
Patrick’s Day®’s fiscal agent.

Sober St. Patrick’s Day Returns, Bigger and Better

AT A GLANCE
THIRDANNUAL SOBER ST. PATRICK’S DAY®
Monday, March 17, 2014
from4 to7:30p.m. (Paradeday inManhattan)
NEW VENUE:
Cathedral High School
(350 East 56th Street, NYC)
NYC Party General Admission: $20
Seniors (62+) / Students (U 21): $15
Children (U 10): $10
Snacks & soft drinks will be served
For information and tickets visit
www.soberstpatricksday.org
PRESS INQUIRIES:
Eileen Murphy, Media Director
eileen@soberstpatricksday.org
(917) 727-2208

Sponsors for Sober St. Patrick’s Day® (still
in formation) include: William C. Dowling Jr.
Foundation, PepsiCo, The O’Sullivan Children
Foundation, SeabrookHouse, Caron Treatment
Centers, TheAmerican Ireland Fund, Hazelden,
Betty Ford Center, PRMA, National Associa-
tion for Children of Alcoholics (NACoA), Father
Martin’s Ashley, New York Irish Center, and
individual donors RuthRiddick andSisWenger.

Ireland Consul General Noel Kilkenny
(left) and Sober St. Patrick’s Day
founder William Spencer Reilly.


